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Professional  aid  for  blind  organists  lias  been  a  difficult  task  for  many 
decades,  as  any  one  familiar  with,  the  literature  of  work  for  the  blind  knows. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  blind  persons  are  qualified  and  suitable  to  be  act¬ 
ively  employed  as  organists  in  the  churches  of  all  countries  and  all  denom¬ 
inations;  but  the  difficulty  lies  in  obtaining  suitable  positions.  This  was 
the  state  of  afiairs  noted  in  an  article  about  the  Berlin  Institute  in  1858 i 
f,The  positions  open  to  organists  in  the  country  and  in  small  towns  are  usualy 
combined  with  a  teaching  position,  and  therefore  the  large  cities  offer  the 
best  prospects  to  blind  organists  because  the  duties  are  heavy  enough,  and 
the  competition  is  greater,  and  where  there  are  opportunities  of  playing  in 
J^lls  and  in  cnarituble  institutions,  ^ltnough  a  blind  person  here  and  there 
is  employed  as  organist  there  is  still  much  difficulty— so  much  that  there  are 
four  well-trained  organists  in  the  school  now  without  jobs.” 

In  t:ie  second  half  oi  the  last  century  in  Germany  as  well  as  in  France,  the 
institutes  xor  the  blind  undertook  to  find  out  the  number  of  organists  employed 
and  the  number  of  institutes  recognizing  the  usefulness  of  training  them  in 
order  ohat  the  puolicity  work  in  their  authorities  might  be  more  purposeful. 

At  Frankfort  in  1882  at  the  4th  Blindenlehrer  Eongress  the  petition  "to  assist 
in  the  placement  of  qualified  organists”  had  no  very  great  results.  In  Prussia 
there  were  13  cases  of  exchanging  the  incumbent  for  a  blind  organist;  but  in 
only  2  of  the  cases  the  exchange  was  satisfactory.  The  lack  of  sight 

sidered  a  great  drawback  in  forming  and -directing  a  choir. 
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But  in  spite  of  these  failures  the  agitation  did  not  die  down,  and  it 
succeeded  in  the  course  of  time,  little  by  little,  in  opening  up  the  prof¬ 
ession  of  organist  to  the  blind. 

Nowadays  the  competition  between  blind  and  sighted  musicians  is  very 
keen.  First  the  greatest  care  must  be  given  to  the  training,  and  second, 
the  persons  to  be  interested  in  the  placing  of  the  organists  must  be  won 
over. 

In  vi  377  of  the  fact  that  through  the  discontinuance  of  the  Lehrer- 
seminar  more  places  are  to  be  open  to  blind  organists,  The  Yerband  der 
Deutschen  Blindenanstalten  und  Fursorgevereinigungen  fur  Blinde  has  written 
to  over  40  governing  boards  of  churches  and  petitioned  them  to  consider 
blind  applicants.  The  circular  aroused  great  interest.  From  35  boards  the 
answers  have  been  favorable,  in  a  second  petition  the  Yerband  has  pointed 
out  that  the  blind  are  in  a  position  to  give  music  lessons  and  to  tune 
pianos — and  so  to  earn  a  living. 

The  organist  profession  is  giving  considerable  care  to  bringing  about 
its  aim.  The  fear  that  there  would  be  too  many  in  the  profession  has  no  just¬ 
ification.  In  a  census  taken  in  1926  there  were  in  Germany  116  blind  organ¬ 
ists  employed,  and  65  were  in  the  making.  In  June  1925  there  were  in  Germans!” 
1328  (1224  of  whom  were  men)  professional  and  8240  (8173  of  whom  v/ere  men) 
semi-professional  musicians  employed  in  churches  and  other  institutes  of 
religious  character.  The  majority  were  organists..  Many  teachers  throughout 
the  country  who  are  not  professionals  were  of  course  not  included  in  this 
census. 


It  is  out  of  place  here  to  discuss  the  education  of  blind  organists. 
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Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  training  must  be  on  parallel  lines  to  the 
needs  and  demands  of  the  church  boards  and  must  have  publicity  in  church  pub¬ 
lications— the  sort  of  write-ups  bound  in  the  pages  of  the  Blindenfreund, 
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